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1 Peer, V. 2—4, 

« Feed the flotk of God which is among you, taking the over- 
Sight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly ; not for filthy. 
lucre, but of a ready mind: neither as being lords over God's. 
heritage, but berg ensamples to the flock. And when the chief 
Shepherd 8hall oppear, ye $hall receive a crown of glory that 
fadeth not away.” 


Such was the language of the Apostle Peter to the presby- 
ters of those churches to whom he directed his first epistle, 
and with these words I would on the present occasion exhort 
and encourage my dear and beloved brother, who this day is' 
to be installed as pastor of this chnstian congiegation ; and at 
the same time take an opportunity, from the language of St.” --* 
Peter, to direct a word of adinonition to the members of this- +  * 
church. In the discourse on the text now before as, I sball 
select the two following points, as subjects most intimately 
connected with the object of our presegt commission t— 


I. Taz DUTIES OF THE CHRISTIAN PasTOR.. 
TI. Trae FAiTHFUL SERVANT'S REWARD. 


Among the duties-of a christian-minister enumerated in the - 


text. we observe, that the Apostle describes the feeding of the 
Aock of God as the first. If we inquire into the meaning of | 


the expression © the : flock of God,” we hall find that its 8ig-- 

nification may extend in general over the whole human family, ' 
but that in particular it relates to the christian church. The 
whole family of man may be considered as the flock of God, 

inasmuck as he 1s the ruler and preserver of all; as all men 
daily depend on him, and are Supported and acitocied by him. 
But God has frequently represented himself in his revealed 
word as the shepherd of Israel ; and in the New Testament 
our blessed Saviour, who is the image and representative of 
the Father, styles himself the shepherd of his sheep, the guide 
and protector of his obedient and faithful followers ; and he 
exercises this office in his govergment of the church, by over- 
ruling all the attempts of its enemies, which they may make 
for its destruction, by preserving unto its members the trea- 
Sures of his word and sacraments, by sending his spirit to 
them to direct them into the way of truth and righteousness, 
and by continuing in the church the office of christian teach- 
ers, who are to point out to their hearers, Jesus, as tae Lamb 
of God, which once bore the sins of the world ; and to entreat 
men, in the name and under the authority of Chnist, to be re- 
conciled unto God. In this sense, every congregation, which 
statedly worships 1n one place and has selected a preacher for 
their teacher and spiritual guide, is a portion of the flock of 
God. It is therefore the first duty of such a teacher to feed 
the flock entrusted to his care with the bread of life. As he 
js appointed a'shepherd wnder Chris, he should take care of 
that portion of God's. flock according to the example which 
Jesus has set before him, by taking the oversight thereof; not 
in the spirit of the world, but 1o the spirit of the Gospel of that 
Redeemer who came not to be ministered unto, but to minister. 
His duty imperiously demands that he should lay before his 
hearers repentance towards God, and faith in Jesus Christ, 
as the whole counsel of God for the salvation of man ; 80 that, 
when called from. his labors, he may s8ay with Paul, © 7 am 


free from the blood of all of you, because I have not shunned to 


lay before you, both publicly and from house to house, the whole 
counsel of God.” With firmness and christian courage he has 


to oppose the enemy of the ey) whether he appears openly, 
either as a Voltaire, or a Paine, or under- the cloak of a 


formalist or a hypocrite. The hungry Soul he has to feed, not. 
with the unwholesome diet of human wisdom and philosophy, 
but with the pure milk of the gospel, and the strong but salu- 
tary food of true christian piety and morality. The lambs of 
Christ he is early to instruct in that religion which the child 
is capable of learning to love, which reminds the gay andthe 
young to remember-their Creator in the days of youthful va-. / 
nity, which teaches the man to embrace it as the 8trong hold. 
of his hope, and as his 8upport in the hour of trial and distress, 

and which enables the dying christian to triumph in the very 
hour of death. 

* All this the chnistian pastor will not do as a task, which it 
is irksome to perform, but as a duty, which he delights to exe- 
cute, with checerſulness and apostolic faithfulness, if he himself 
has tasted the sweetness of this religion, and is acquainted 
with its importance. Neither will the christian pastor enter 
the sheepfold of the redeemed for filthy lucre's sake ; nor will 
he seek to lord it over God's heritage : but in all these things 
he will make the word of God his guide, and the examples of 
the first christian teachers his pattern. 

To the performance of s8uch delightful duties you have been _ 
called, beloved brother and fellow laborer in the Gospel,— 
You are now surrounded by that flock which the great shep- 
herd has entrusted to your care; from this pulpit you are to 
preach to them the glad Gags of peace; here your voice 
shall be liſted up, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and an 
opening of the prison to them that are bound ; to admonish 
your hearers to take unto themselves the whole armor of God, 
that they may be able to s/and in the evil day; to invite the 
young to remember their Creator, and to meditate upon their 
latter end. Here you are to warn the careless sinner of his 
danger—to invite him to the city of refuge, and to enter the 
ark of safety. At this altar you are to invite the faithſul chris- 
tian to hold communion with his Lord ; and at his table so- 
lemnly to remember that he gave his body to be broken, and 
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kis precious blood to be uhed, for the Ex uo ply The 
children of this flock of God are entrusted to your faithful in- 
ﬆtrnction, that they may early learn to trust in. the Lord their 
God, and not in perishable riches. In short, you shall instruct 
this people in the way of eternal life, that they may learn to 
adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in. all things, that he 
may purify them unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of 
good works. In all these things look upon Jesus, the author 
and fimisher of your own faith, my dear brother, and also to 
that blessed example which he has left us to follow. Be then 
a faithful shepherd—walk before your flock in singleness and 
uprightness of heart—and lead your people to the goul nourish- 
ing pastures of the word of God, and to those waters of life 
which he will freely give to every thirsty heart. Judge not the 
highly responsible duties of your 8acred office to be a burden 
intoterable to be borne, but willingly and with a ready mind 
geek to fulfil them ; not in your own strength, but io the 
sfrength of him who has said, that his grace 8hall be sufficient 
even unto thee ; that when the great shepherd shall appear, you 
may then | ewise receive a crown of glory, which fadeth not 
away.—The Apostle describes this as being the faithſul pas- 
tor's reward ; and to the consideration of this subject I would 
gecondly invite your attention, my hearers, for a few moments 
longer. 

It is a favorite idea with the Apostles of our Saviour, to 
compare the reward of the christian with the glory and the 
reward of a conqueror 1n the Olympic, Pythian, and other 
2ames 80 renowned in antiquity. 'The better we are acquain- 
ted with all the circumstances attending the celebration of 
these games, the stronger and more suitable we shall find the 
comparison. And as all the cotemporanes of the Apostles, 
that lived in Greece and the adjacent countries, were inti- 
mately acquainted with all the details attencling the prepara- 
tions of the combatants, the rule and manner of striviug for 
the mastery, and the high honor of the conqueror, the inspired 
writers could nat select a 8ubjeet more 8vitable, when they - 
wished to describe the unceasing watchfulness, the strict 


though aocecenry -aira] lll: and the final ET. Few? 
of the christian, in the warfare and conflict which he has to 
sustain.' Although these games are not celebrated in the 
present age, yet have the records of antiquity prezerved to us 
80 faithfel a descriptiun of all the circumstances attend both 
the preparation and the victory, that ' the christian teacher 
may 8til] point out to his hearers the analogy existing between 
the two objects of comparison. It will be sufficient here to 
observe in regard to the regulations, laws and preparations 
necessary for the christian race, and which so frequently in 
the Apostohc epistles are red with the preparations and 
rules to be observed by ors in the Grecian games, that 
the stxength of ' the comparisdh chiefly lies in the wef known 
readiness and perseverance with which laborious exercises, 
the strictest regimen and total abstinence from every delicacy, 
were submitted to during the long course of pamful prepara- 
tions by every one who desired to enter the hsts and contend 
for victory m1 those celebrated games, to which we find a 
counter part in the necessary care and watchfulness of the 
christian, 80 that he may strive lawfully, and may 2: 
take upon himself the easy yoke and the light burden of Chrielf, 
in order to obtain a much higher reward. 

But as it 1s our intention on the present occason cards 
larly to point out the faithful pastor's reward, you will permit 
ie, my brethren, chiefly to confine myself to that portion of 
the comparison which is held out to us in the words of the 
Apostle Peter: © When the chief shepherd $hall appear, ye 
Shall receive a crown of glory, that fadeth not away.” The 
ancients knew -no higher honor than that of being victors in 
8ome of their public games; the hero who had successfully 
fought the battles of his country, and had been crowned with 
the laurel of victory, submitted with persevering industry to 
every painſul exertion in order to receive the olive garland, 
and to be proclaimed victor by the multitudes of his tountry- 
men, in thts 8triſe for mastery. Emperors and kings consile» 
red this honor an important addition to the imperial and royal 
diadem ; the official records of every Grecian 8tate proserved : 
with care the name of the conqueror ; the country of the vic- 
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petitors, whilst Pres among the -many could obtain the 
great reward. And yet, this was but a perishable crown; in 
the midst of the triumph the olive leaf, hung withering around 
the temples of the victor; the official records of his fame are 
lost in the vigta of ages ; his name is forgotten 3 his ashes rest 


unknown in the earth. The gospel, however, promises to the 


christian combatant a crown of glory, or a glorious crown, 
which is imperishable, and that ſadeth not away. Though he 
has to undergo many trials during his pilgrimage and warfare, 
though he is told by the Saviour himself that he must take 
up his cross and deny himself, yet in the very conflict he enjoys 
great advantage andidate contending for a perisha- 
ble crown. There, one only of all the competitors obtained the 
honor ; but in the christtan race all who tread in the steps their 
master trode, and who perseveringly follow the great captain 
of their salvation, shall receive the victor's reward. Ho ex- 


_ ertion is here made in vain; no preparation is undertaken 


with uncertain prospects ; every one who runs faithfully shall 
obtain, and with the Apostle Paul be able to say at the end 
of the course of his life, © I have fought a good fight ; T have 


finished my course ; I have kept the faith. Henceforth is laid 


up for me a crown of Tighteousness, which the Lord the r1ght- 
eous Judge shatl give me at that day : and not to me only, bul 
unto all them also that love his appearing.” From that mo- 
meut his felicity is perfect ; before the throne of God he min- 
gles in the chorus of Hallelujah to nm who made him also a 
king and a priest unto God ; he enjoys a happiness continu- 
ally increasing, without satiety ; his ecstacy of joy resembles 
forever the enraptured feeling which a tender mother for a 
moment experiences, when she clasps her long lost son to the 
maternal bogom. In the heavenly light of those blessed re- 


gions he learns the works of God to perfection ; whatever was 
dark to him of the ways of Providence here, will there appear 


n the clearest light ; and these discoveries of the grace and 


providential care of his heayenly Father, which he had exer- 
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cised over his faithful child, during its course of weakness here 
below, will afford him continually new themes for anthems of 
thanksgiving and praise, throughout eternity ; which he will 
offer up in the society of kindred 8ouls before the throne of 
God. But how is language able to depict the blessedness of 
him who has overcome through the blood of the Lamb; since 
the happiness of the christian here below, in the midst of trials 
and temptations, is 8uch that it may well be experienced, but 
cannot be described. Enough it is for us to know that the Sav- 
10ur has prayed for us, when he s8ays 1n his highpriestly prayer, 
pt pray that they all may be one, as thou, Father, art in me, 
and IT in thee, that they also may be one in us.” And if 80 
great 1s the happiness promised to every child of God, how 
glorions must be that imperishable crown, which the Scrip- 
ture promises to that pastor who shall have fed the flock of 
(zod in singleness and uprightness of mind. 'The nature of his 
office and christian 8ympathy prepare for him during his 
earthly pilgrimage many a feast of joy and happiness, 10 which 
the private christian cannot so fully participate. With a 
heart of love and affection he looks upon the flock committed 
to his care—with joy he observes every change for the better 
—with angels he rejoices over the sinner that repenteth—and 
with satisfaction he watches over the gradual improvement of 
his beloved flock in piety and virtue. Nor is this all, —after 
he has finished the course of his ministry; and has been an 
iostrument in God's hands to gain many souls unto righteous- 
ness, his Lord will bid him to enter his joy ; and 1n the king- 
dom of his Father he $hall shine as the brightness of -the fir- 
mament for ever and ever, and thus receive the crown of 
glory that fadeth not away. 

So bright a prospect opens now also for you, my dear bro- 
ther !— What encouragement have you therefore to persevere, 
and to take the oversight of this flock of God willingly and 
with a ready mind, when you look upon the great reward 
which God your Saviour holds forth unto you! Yea, when 
you merely represent to yourself that satisfaction which the 
conscientious discharge of the duties of your sacred office 


_ cannot fail to produce in your own bosom during this life !— 
Reflect, how pleasing it would be to you, to save the life of a 
helpless child, which unconsciously is rushing to gome una- 
voidable destruction ; consider, that such a recollection could 
not fail of being a continued source of unceasing satisfaction 
to'your benevolent heart ; but would it not be much more 80 
to be an instrument in the hand of God to save $souls of men 
from everlasting perdition ! Is it not a greater 8atisfaction now 
mn this life, to be thought worthy, by the great Shepherd, of 
the employment to gather his stray sheep and lambs within his 
fold? And is this not a blessed $ervice, since you have the 
assuranc* of your Lord that, though his kingdom cometh not 
W.: . >2zow /and outward observation, he will bless his word, 
whaxzh he gends you to preach here ; and that you can rely on 
this promise with the same strong hope and confidence whieh 
the husbandman enjoys, that seedtime and harvest, that sum- 
mer and winter shall not fail? And if you raise your believing 
heart to those scenes and that glory which await the faithſul 
Servant in the miss}on, which Jesus has prepared for him— 
when you shall be enabled to 8xy—* Here am I, and the 
flock which thou hast entrusted to my care :”? when you shall 
gee many of those who now here s8urround you, and their 
children, by your mstrumentality led to the regions of bliss 
which are promised unto pious s8ouls, —and when the great 
Shepherd shall crown you with the unperishable crown of 
 glory—when you s$hall shine as the brightness of the firma- 
ment in the kingdom of your Father,—doth not your heart 
glow with the firm resolution to undertake the charge of this 
flock of God and Christ willingly, and with a ready mind !— 
Yes, my dear brother ; and: enter then upon your sacred of- 
fice—dispense unto this people the word and the bread of liſe. 
In the words of the Apostle Paul, I exhort and encourage 
you once more : © Fight the good fight of faith; lay hold on 
eternal 'Jiſe, whereunto thou art called, and hath professed a 
good profession, before many witnesses. I Give THEE CHARGE, 
in the 8ight of God, who quickeneth all things, and before 
Jesus Christ, who before: Pontius Pilate witnessed a good 


It 


conſession, that thou keep this commandment, withead ajot, 
unrebukable, until the appearance of our Lord Jesus Christ ; 
which in his time he 3hall 8how, who is the blessed and only 
Potentate, the King of kings and the Lord of lords, who only 
has immortality, dwelling in the light which no man can ap- 
proach unto, whom no man has seen nor can 8ee,—to whom 
be honor and power eyerlasting—AnzN. 


$ 
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eoyenaht—to enforce obedience to the commandments of God, 


_ andsave from everlasting ruin the souls which are committed 


to your charge. How important is the station which you 
have assamed ! How sacred 1s the character with which you 
have been invested! and how awful is the responsibility 
which your station and character impose upon you ! 

It cannot be expected that on this occasion I should enter 
with you into a detail of all the duties connected with the 
pastoral office—neither can such an attempt be deemed ne- 
cessary ; for I trust that you have not presented yourself at 
the place where you now stand without a deep sense of the 
obligations which you will hereafter be required to discharge. 
You know the essential principles and fundamental doctrines 
of the gospel, which every preacher of the word is bound to 
propagate and- defend. They are 80 clearly revealed in the 
Holy Scriptures, and 80 fully stated in the Augsburgh Con- 


 fes$ion, that it would be s8uperfluous for me to repeat them. 


Speak then as the oracles of God ; declare the doctrines of 
the reformation as they are contained in that first Protestant 
Cenfession of Faith, which, as the disciples of the illustrious 
LurTazs, we still venerate ; imitate the examples of the vene- 
rated fathers of our church, who were so distingushed for 
their zealous adherence to the doctrines of Christ; preach 
Jesus Christ and him crucified ; preach the doctrine of the 
atonement, that fandamental principle of the gospel and grand 


pillar of the church, upon which every thing depends ; teach 


your hearers that Christ hath loved us—that he hath given 
himself for us, as an offering and a sacrifice to God—that he 
bore our sins in hys body on the tree—and that the merits of 
his sufferings and death on the cross constitute the only pro- 
visien which God hath ever revealed for the salvation of sin- 
ners. - Let all your public discourses be directed to the refor- 
mation of. your hearers ; always remember that -you are a 
minister of the gospel ; an instrument in the hands of God, of 
turning many unto righteousness. Whenever you enter t/s 
consecrated dwelling, recollect that the Almighty hath gent 
you here to build up the desolate and waste places inFion. 


» 


I3 
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Wheneyer you ascend 7his pulpit, pause for a moment, and 
reflect that you stand there with a divine commisgion, between 
the living and the dead, to point out the way of salvation to 
perishing sinuers. Whenever you officiete at this altar, con- 
8ider the importance of your-trust ; realize what is 80 beauti- | 
tifully expressed in the appropnate language of the poet :— 


*«« Souls are my charge; to ms "tis given 
«'To train them for their native Heav'n.” 


Preach the gospel in the simplicity of gospel language. 
Instead of conſusing the minds of your hearers with intricate 
reasonings on philosophical subjects, give them a comprehen- 
sive idea of the plain gospel covenant. A minister can never 
undertake to instruct his congregation on subjects which are 
above their comprehension, or in which they do not feel them- 
elves immediately interested, without failing to excite their 
attention. And he can scarcely do a greater injury to the 
cause of religion than by constantly preaching dry and unin- 
teresting discourses, which produce no serious impressions 
upon the hearts of his hearers. We'daily see the melancholy 
effects of such preaching : we see them 19 our own church ; 
we. see them in the character and conduct of many ts 
Sors of our creed, who are a reproach to the church to whack 
they belong ; we see them in the congregations of such of our 
clergy, who, mstead of arousing the attention of their hearers, 
by preaching to them the gospel, Jull them into a fatal securz- 
ty, by their moral essays and metaphysical disquisitions ;, we 
See them in the deserted churches of such of our minsters who, 
instead of filling those who are hungering aſter righteousness 
with the bread of life, send them empty away. This 1s a la- 
mentable defect in the mimistry of some of our brethren, with 
which I trust you never shall be charged. In all your public 
discourses recollect that you are preaching to an assembly of 
ſallen creatures, whom you are ordained to save from the 
power and influence of sin. Address your congregation $0 as 
not only to enlighten their minds, but also to interest their 
allections and hearts. Preach to them the gospel——that power 


” 


_ 


I r15g to address you, my dear +brother, on this occagion, 
with no ordinary feelings. 'The exercises in which we are 
engaged are 80 8olemn—the connexion which you are forming 
with this congregation is 80 sacred—aid the duties which will 
hereaſter devolve upon you in consequence of having formed 
such connex1on, are $0 important,—that they cannot be con- 
templated without participating in those emotions which seem 
to have filled the hearts of this whole as8embly. You have 
been recently invested with the high and responsible office of a 
public "Teacher of Religion. At our late Ministerial Conven- 
tion you was Sulemnly ordained as a Minister of the Gospel, and 
ſurnisheqd with the requisite authorities to enter upon the dis- 
charge of your professional duties. By your own request, and 
that of your people, we have met here to-day to install you as 
the Pastor of this Church, and intrust you with the 1nterests of 
this particular congregation. You are no.longer an ordinary 
man—you no longer act in a common capacity ; you are a 
rainister of God, who has been dedicated to the 8ervice of his 
sanctuary—you are an embassador of HeavWn, who has been 
commissioned to proclaim the gospel of peace, and publish 
the glad tidings of salvation upon eartk—you are a fellow- 
laborer with the Lord in the work of his vineyard—you are 
a pillar in the temple of (od, for the 8upport and preservation 
of the church—you are charged with whatever concerns the 
interests of religion, and the 8alvation of : 80uls—you are ap- 
poiated to preach the word—to exhibit the terms of the gospel 
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eoyenaht—to enforce obedience to the commandments of God, 
and save from everlasting ruin the souls which are committed 
to your. charge. How important 1s the station which you 
have as8nmed ! How sacred 1s the character with which you 
have been invested! and how awful is the responsibility 
which your station and character impose upon you ! 

It cannot be expected that on this occasion 1 should enter 
with you into a detail of all the duties connected with the 
pastoral office—neither can such an attempt be deemed ne- 
cessary ; for I trust that you have not presented yourself at 
the place where you now stand without a deep sense of the 
obligations which you will hereafter be required to discharge. 
You know the essential principles and fundamental doctrines 
of the gospel, which every preacher of the word is bound to 
propagate and defend. They are 80 clearly revealed in the 
Holy Seriptures, and so fully stated in the Augsburgh Con- 
fession, that it would be superfluous for me to repeat them. 
Speak then as the oracles of God ; declare the doctrines of 
the reformation as they are contained in that first Protestant 
Confession of Faith, which, as the disciples of the i]lustrious 
Lourazs, we still venerate ; imitate the examples of the vene- 
rated ſathers of our church, who were $0 distinguished for 
their zealous adherence to the doctrines of Christ; preach 
Jesus Christ and him crucified ; preach the doctrine of the 
atonement, that fundamental principle of the gospel and grand 


pillar of the church, upon which every thing depends ; teach 


your hearers that Christ hath loved us—that he hath given 
himself for us, as an offering and a sacrifice to God—that he 
bore our sins in his body on the tree—and that the merits of 
his sufferings and death on the cross constitute the only pro- 
visien which God hath ever revealed for the salvation of sin- 
ners. Let all your public discourses be directed to the refor- 
mation of. your hearers ; always remember that you are a 
minister of the gospel ; an instrument in the hands of God, of 
turning many unto righteousness. Whenever you enter t/s 
consecrated dwelling, recollect that the Almighty hath sent 
you here to build up the desolate and waste places in,Fion. 


» 


I5 


- 


Whenever you ascend 7his pulpit, pause for a moment, and 
reflect that you stand there with a divine commission, between 
the living and the dead, to point out the way of salvation to 
perishing sinuers. Whenever you officiate at this altar, con- 
8ider the importance of your trust ; realize what is 80 beautt- 
tifully expressed in the appropriate language of the poet :— 


*« Souk are my charge; to me "tis given- 
« To train them for their native Heav'n.” 


Preach the gospel in the simplicity of gospei language. 
Instead of conſusing the minds of your hearers with intricate 
reasonings on philosophical subjects, give them a comprehen- 
sive idea of the plain gospel-covenant. A. minister can never 
undertake to instruct his congregation on 8ubjects which are 
above their comprehenson, or in which they do not feel them- 
elves immediately interested, without failing to excite their 
attention. And he can scarcely do a greater injury to the 
cause of religion than by constantly preaching dry and unin- 
teresting discourses, which produce no serious impressions 
upon the hearts of his hearers. We*daily see the melancholy 
effects of such preaching : we see them 1n our own church ; 
we see them in the character and conduct of many profes- 
sors of our creed, who are a reproach to the church to whick 
they belong ; we see them in the congregations of such of our 
clergy, who, mstead of arousing the attention of their hearers, 
by preaching to them the gospel, Jull them into a fatal securt- 
ty, by their moral essays and metaphysical disquisitions ; we 
See them in the deserted churches of such of our ministers who, 
instead of filling those who are hungering after righteousness 
with the bread of life, send them empty away. This 1s a la- 
mentable defect in the ministry of some of our brethren, with 
which I trust you never shall be charged. In all your public 
discourses recollect that you are preaching to an assembly of 
ſallen creatures, whom you are ordained to save from the 
power and influence of sin. Address your congregation $0 as 
not only to enjighten their minds, but also to interest their 
allections and hearts. Preach to them the gospel-—that power 
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of God, which is sharper than a two-edged sword—Shew 
them the importance of the salvation which they are neglect- 
ing—Treat them as your children, in whose welfare you feel 
deeply interested--Endeavor to reclaim them from the 8educ- 


tions of error, the allurements of prejudice, and the deceitful- 


ness of sin—Endeavor to convince them that religion does not 
constst in a bare outward profession, but that it is a principle 
of the heart which the spirit of God communicates for the 
salvation of the soul. By these means, by preaching the 
gospel in its native purity, I am persuaded that you will save 
both yourself and them that hear. _. 


You are not only to teach your congregation the truths of 
the gospel and the precepts of christianity, but you are also to 
see that your Instructions are duly observed. It is a part of 
your pastoral duty to keep a watchful eye over the character 
and conduct of every member of your congregation. When- 
ever you observe one of your people pursuing a course of con- 
duct inconsistent with the sanctity of the christian character, 
it is your duty to admonish him— Whenever you discover an 
individual of your congregation participating in the vices and 
corruptions of the world, no matter what may be his con- 
dition or circumstances in life, whether high or low, rich or 
poor, old or young, -you are to rebuke him for his disorderly 
conduct, and seek to reclaim him from his wicked pursuits.— 
You are the shepherd of this flock—You are held responsible 
ſor these souls ; and if one them 1s lost through your careless- 
ness or inattention to your duty, its blood will one day be 
required at your hands. This 1s an awſul consideration !— 
Pray God that you may always bear it in mind. 

I know that there are some minizters into whose minds this 
consideration never seems to have entered ; / who appear 
wholly insens1ble to the importance of their charge and the 
responsibility of their station. ] know that there are 8ome 
hireling shepherds who barter the eternal interests of their 
flocks for the 8umptuous enjoyment of their fleece—There are 
some perfidious pastors, who permit their congregations to go 
on in a course of deliberate wickedness, without warning 
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them of their danger, Lens they dread their displeagure— 
There are some faithless ministers, who court- the ſavor and 
geek the applause of their hearers by sanctioning their vices, 
and participatingin their corruptions. Such ministers are not 
only a disgrace to the church, but they are the greatest curse 
which Almighty God can inflict upon a congregation. They 
are blind leaders of the blind. They hut up the kingdom of 
heaven, $o as not only to exclude themselves, but prevent 
_ others from entering therein. They destroy not only their 
own souls, but they plunge their hearers into the-8same damna- 
tion into which they involve themselves.” The sHheep which 
they have scattered and lost will witness against then at the 
throne of God. The souls which they have wantonly sacri- 
ficed will become their everlasting tormentors and reproach 
| through all eternity. 

How important is it then that we should do our duty. As 
we respect our own characters, and regard the honor of the 
church to which we belong—as we prize the salvation of our 
own souls, and the eternal welfare of those committed to our 
charge—as we shall answer at the dreadful day of judgment, 
when we $shall have to render an account of our steward- 
ship,—we are bound faithfully to execute the duties of our 
trust. Strive, therefore, my dear brother, to acquit. your- 
gelf as a faithful laborer in this vineyard. As far as human 
imperfection will permit, do your duty to this congregation ; 
deal honestly and uprightly with the sinner—acquaint him 
with his duty—suffer him not to remain ignorant of his mise- 
rable and lJost condition—teach hin the wretched consequen- 
ces of his wickedness—apprise him of his danger,—and if, 
notwithstanding all the precepts and admonitions which he 
may have heard from you, he shall persevere in a course of 
obstinate and deliberate wickedness until he shall have ac- 
complished his everlasting ruin, you have this consolation left 
you,—you have warned him of his danger—you have exhor- 
ted him to relinquish his vices, abandon his corruptious, and 
repent of his 8ins; but he was deaf to your exhortations—he 
neglected your warnings—he refused to listen to vour entrea- 
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ties—he disregarded his danger, an heedlessly plunged him- 
elf into everlasting misery. But you have done your duty ; 
you have done the work of an evangelist ; you cannot be held 
accountable for his destruction ; you are not guilty of his 
blood ; you can wash your hands in innocence. | 

To your faithful instructions, your virtuous admonitions and 
pious exhortations, you-are to add: the influence of your exam- 
ple. You know, my dear brother, what afflictions have been 
brought upon the church. of God by the disorderly conduct of 
ber profligate and licentious ministers. How many evils have 
 un-...emplary and wicked clergymen- created ! How many 
calamities have they inflicted upon their congregations! How 
many churches have they ruined! How many souls have they 
destroyed!. With what eontempt have they loaded our sacred 
profession ! With what difficulties have they encumbered our 
holy religion.! ' What troubles have they exeited! What 
discords have they occasioned in the church ! What mise- 
ries have they created in the world ! But I will not dwell 
on this subject: I will not tear open those wounds which 
are scarcely healed in the hearts of this congregation : I 
will not pour fresh anguish into the bosoms of our reverend 
brethren who are here assembled, by expatiating on the vices 
of unworthy ministers. It is true that, like all other men, we 
have our faults. and: imperfections ; and as such ut cannot be 
expected that we should be entirely exempt from error. As 
long as we are in this world we cannot exceed those bounds 
which limit the moral endeavors of men. But this affords no 
excuse for violating by open and deliberate wickedness the 
Sacred honor and hallowed purity of our profession. By a 
holy and unspotted example we are to support the dignity of 
our proſessional charactesr. By the purity of our moral con- 
duct and religious deportment we are to 8ecure the reierence 
due to our holy office. In our daily walk and conversation 
we must exhibit the influence, and demonstrate the efficacy 
of those religious instructions which we communicate to oth- 
ers We are commanded to adorn our profession by pious 
and exemplary lives. God hath placed us in the church as 
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examples to believers. He hath distinguished us in the world 
as patterns of moral excellence, which deserve to be univer- 
sally. imitated. Watch, therefore, my dear brother, lest by 
any means when you have preached the gospel to others, you 
yourseW should be cast away. Beware, lest by your own 
conduct you contradict the spirit, and oppose the anthority of 
those religious precepts which you are bound to communicate 
to others. Impose no heavier burden upon the minds of others 
than what you yourself are willing to bear. Let the influence. 
of the doctrines which you .preach be exhibited in your own 
character. Let the efficacy of the principles winch you 1n- 
culcate be establisghed by your own conduct. Exhibit to 
vour congregation a pattern of evangelical righteousness.— 
Teach them by your example that the religion of Jesus Christ 
is the most precious gift of Heaven to man—that it 1s the 
greatest treasure which an 4nmortal goul can gather upon 
earth. Let them learn from your experience that the gospel 
which you preach is the power of "God to the salvation of 
every believer. Convince them by your works that christian 
faith is an operative principle, which purifies and cleanses from 
all sin. In all your pastoral engagements &how that you feel 
deeply interested in the salvation of your flock. Let the pre- 
gervation of the souls with which you are entrusted be the 
object of your constant endeayors. Do not suffer yourself to 
be goon discouraged by an apprehension that your labors are 
unſruitſul—that your mimstry is unprofitable, and your exer- 
tions vain. God does not always give animmediate increase. 
Make a judicious selection of the seed ; gow it with care; 
water it with diligence ; and he who giveth the increase will 
eventually crown your labors with 8uccess, and grant you an 
abundant harvest. Let not your exertions for extending tho 
influence of the gospel be limited to the extent of your own 
congregation : you are a fellow-Jaborer with us in an extensive 
field, which in many places remains barren, and which-every 
where needs cultivation. Assist us then in bearing the heat 
and burden of the day ; strengthen and encourage-us; that 
the portion of the Lord's vineyard which is committed to ous 
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care may be faithfully improved and diligently cultivated. — 
You are as80ciated with us-in the work of 'a ministry which 


Jesus Christ hath appointed, not ſor the appro of our parti- 
cular church or congregation; but fc 10N C men. 
All men, — ina any 4 wh H come within the redoh of yaur 
influence, are in some measure entitled to the benefits of your 
virtuous instructions and pious exhortations. - As the pastor of 
this flock, seek with peculiar care the salvation of this people ; 
but as a minister of the gospel, embrace all men in the com- 
prehensive principle of universal benevolence. Strive that all 
men may be brought to the knowledge of the truth;and that none 
be 8uffered to perish, who through your benevolent exertions 
might have been saved. Whatever may be the condition or 
circumstances of your future life, endeavor on all occasions 
to acquit yourself as a faithful christian minister. Let not the 
carelessness and indifference which 1s but too often manifested 
by some of our proſession, dissuade you from the faithful and 
diligent performance of the severa] duties of your statjion, 
L.et not the grovelling passions, the sordid attachments, the 
worldlymindedness of s8ome of our upworthy brethren, ever 
induce you to forget the purity of your profession, and the 
£anrlity of your calling. Let not the pernicious examples of 
gome «f our dissolute clergy ever tempt you to violate the 
awful and solemn engagements of your ministry ; but rather 
endeayor by the influence of your holy and unspotted exam- 
ple to reclaim some of those apostate brethren, who have dis- 
graced their congregations, and filled the church with-lamen- 
tation. Never consider the work of your ministry $0 fully 
accomplished that there is no longer any necessity for your 
labour. Adopt the maxim of a distinguished ancient general ; 
*'Think not that there 1s any thing done as long as there 
remains any thing to do,”” As long as there are errors to cor- 
rect in the hearts of your congregation, and abuses to reform in 
the hives of your people—as long as. you have sinners to turn 
from the road to destruction, and saints to direct in their way to 
heaven, you are not at liberty to rest from your labors : 80 
long Fesus Christ is entitted to your work; and-his church to 
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Gat my beloved dathes intothe 1 of Jegus Chrigt: 
take posession. of the field which: you . ravan to culti- 
vate: go into the vineyard of the Lord. May'God enable 

you to labor suceessfully ; and when your day of labor. Shall 
Sik ended, and your eyening shall have come, may you re- 
tire to rest with the consoling reflection, that of this whole 
congregation which is committed to your charge, you have 
not lost a single 80ul, 
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CONGREGATION. 


Is the absence of my Reverend brother, who had taken 
upon himself to address the congregation on this solema 


occasion, I shall endeavor to fall his place as well as circum- 
stances will allow. 


'The duties which your pastor has to fulfil towards you have 
zust now been pointed out to him, by our Rev. brother LinT- 
NER. You, however, my brethren, have also duties to per- 
form, in the connexion which henceforth is to subsist between 
you and your pastor, if he shall do his work with joy and not 
with grief, which would be unprofitable unto you ; the princi- 
pal of which I shall now endeavor to point out to you. 

Jn the first place, you are to receive with attention and 
with gratitude the instructions of your pastor. 'The Lord 
admonished his people Israel in the days of the old covenant, 
to ** come unto the priests, the Levites, and to inquire and to 
do according to the sentence which they shall shew thee,” 
and to believe God's prophets ; adding, * that 80 ye sball 
prosper.? "This commandment has not been abrogated in the 
New Testament, for Jesus declares in regard to his Apostles, 
« He that heareth you heareth me, and he that despiseth you 
despiseth me, and he that despiseth me despiseth him that s8ent- 


me ;”* which duty the Aposiles extend to every one who la- 


boreth faithfully in the ministry, when St. Paul 8ays—1 Cor. 
xvi. 16. © Submit yourselves unto $8uch (as have given them- 
selves to the ministry,) and to every one that helpeth with us, and 
laboreth 2 and the author of the epistle of the Hebrews says, 
* Remember them which have the rule over you, who have spoken 
wnto you the word of God, whose faith follow, considering the 
end of their conversation.” Be, therefore, diligent and atten- 
tive hearers of the word of God, remembering that white your 
pastor speaks unto you, he exhorts you in the name and by 
the authority of his Saviour ; and that if you. therefore despise 
him, you despise Jesus Christ, and the Father who sent him. 

In the second place, my brethren, pray for hm. True, he 
has also diligently to pray for himself; he would not be @ 
faithſul pastor should he neglect the duty of prayer wm his clo- 
8t ; but you also are enjoined to pray for him. To this duty 
Christ exhorteth his Apostles, when he bids them to pray the 
Lord of the harvest, that he would send forth laborers into 
his harvest. To the prayers of christian congregations these 
first witnesses of the gospel] recommend themselves, 1n-all 
their epistles ; and to the prayers of believers they ascribe it, 
when the word of God had free course and was glorified. — 
Opce more, therefore, I say unto yon, pray for your pastor, 
that utterance may be given unto him, that he may open his 
mouth boldly, and that he may speak as he ought to speak, 
m order to make known unto you the mystery of the gospel, 
and the way to eternal life. 

In the third place, love and respect kim, as the minister of 
Jesus Christ. who entreats you in the name of your Saviour 
to be reconciled unto God. If he enjoys your love and regard, 
the performance of his sacred and highly responsible duties 
will be easy for him. Love and friendship make every bur- 
den light in the common intercourse of man with man ; but 
much more wil the consciousness of enjoying your love and 
friendship enable your minister to declare unto you in the 
- 8ame g8pirit the whole counsel of God: Love and friendship 


are becoming ehristians; who shall etiow their Tove to God by 
the love which they exercise towards their brethren of man- 
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kind, especially towards the household. of ſaith, and more 
particularly towards him +to whom God- has entrusted- ihe 
oversight over a portion of his flock. 

Fourthly and lastly—support him,—not grudgingly, but wit 
lingly and cheerfully. God made provision-by the law which 
he gave to Israel, for the support of those who served the 
people in holy things, when he 8aid—* Take heed that thou 
forsake not the Levite, 80 long as thou shalt live upon the 
earth.” St. Paul, tnough he himself did not use the power, 
yet declares in 1 Cor. ix. 13, 14—* Do ye not know that they 
which minister about holy things live of the things of the tem- 
ple? And they which wait at the altar, as partakers with/the 
altar ? Even 80 hath the Lord ordained, that they which 
preach the gospel should live of the gospel.” Follow, then, 
this commandment of God's word : he who has given this 
commandment will bless the labor of your hand, and he will 
withdraw his blessing from you if you are disobedient. 
Finally, brethren, be perfect, be of good comfort, be of one 
mind, live m peace, and the God of loye and peace shall be 
with you—AMEN. 


